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English 1101 Fall 2014
Essay #2 Assignment
Due Wednesday November 12th at the beginning of class  

For this assignment, your primary text will be Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and your secondary text will be Joseph Campbell’s “The Hero’s Journey.”  

Choose an over-arching theme that you see in this text; we have already identified the motifs of:

•  Change!
•  Tensions between binaries: 
death and life, fear and courage; the self and community; peace and violence; male and female; chaos and order; innocence and experience; humans and divinities…
	•   Love and its power to transform humans and gods, either in positive or (very) negative 
		ways
	•   Loyalty and betrayal
 	•   Fate vs. free will
	•   Origin stories
	•   Death and resurrection
	•   The gift(s) of the goddess

As we continue to  work on enhancing vocabulary and skill in writing clear, descriptive sentences, your second essay will require you to apply the critical thinking skills we’ve practiced,  and to continue practicing replacing passive voice (vague, wordy, often unnecessarily repetitive) with active voice, as Stephen King advises writers to do in “How and Why to Eliminate Passive Voice.”  
Thus, Essay #2 has a two-fold requirement:  
1)  Content:  choose one or two selections from Ovid that you think exemplify a theme arising from the list above (or another viable topic you’d like to examine), and discuss it with respect to Joseph Campbell’s “The Hero’s Adventure.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember: make observations from your primary text (Ovid), and relate them to an element of Joseph Campbell’s theories in order to interpret the significance of those observations.  Unify your analysis with a thesis (the part of the argument that comes from YOU—an insight about the human experience which you discover as you think about your observations).  
2)  Skills Enhancement:  you must write this essay in E-Prime, which will require you to omit every inflection of the verb “to be.” This requirement will help you write Essay #2 exclusively in active voice, which will in turn require you to write concisely, using descriptive, clear nouns and verbs, and thus enhancing the quality of your writing.  
In order to succeed in this assignment, you must do very close proofreading before you submit your essay; moreover, you will have to stretch your vocabulary in order to find precise, evocative nouns, verbs, and adjectives that will make your writing much more active, and therefore, more effective. 
As you prepare for this essay, don’t worry too much 
about the E-Prime component of this assignment; we’ll work together 
in class between now and the due date to help you understand and master E-Prime, 
which students usually find easier to do than they had thought.

For now, simply reacquaint yourselves with the difference between passive and 
active voice; make sure that you know this concept inside and out.

Go over your list of errors that you and I worked on in Essay #1 and its revision, and eliminate them in Essay #2. Please take the time and effort, therefore, to find errors in punctuation, grammar, logic, and style before I do!  
Your essay #2 must adhere to the following guidelines: 
•  2-1/2 to 3 pages in length, precise MLA formatting, (headers that match the size and typeface
	 of your 12-point body paragraphs, in-text citations, Works Cited page formatted and 
	indented precisely according to MLA requirement). 

•  Completely eliminate the verb "TO BE" in any of its conjugations...unless, of course, the direct 
	quotations you cite include it.  Find active, descriptive verbs and more direct sentence 
	constructions that avoid that verb altogether

•  Submit your paper with your Essay #1 original paper-clipped beneath it.  


Good luck!  (By the way, I wrote this entire essay assignment in E-Prime...did you notice?)
